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Behind the Numbers

The work of Health Help International in
Zambia and India




Introduction

How many patients have been treated? How many units have been sold?
How many children attend school regularly? How many customers express
a high degree of satisfaction with our services? Those of us in the world
of work are often hounded by these questions and others like them.

A charity like HHI is not immune from these pressures and those who
fund us rightly expect that we are clear about some important numbers.
They will be interested to know how much money we have raised, how many
containers we have despatched to Zambia, how many walking aids have
been distributed, how many sick children in India have been treated. They
will want to know how many local people have been given good, long term
employment, how many have been trained to support themselves and how
many people who have problems with hearing or with sight have been
helped. They may also want to know how many destitute or distressed
people have been given shelter or how many wells have been dug in an
Indian village.

Sometimes, however, the numbers do not tell the whole story and we need
to hear the stories of individuals if we are to connect with the work being
done. In this, as in all aspects of our work, the Gospels are our inspiration.
There are big numbers there of course and we remember the feeding of
the five thousand. What we probably remember more are the stories of
individuals - the woman at the well, blind Bartimeus, the woman who
touched the hem of Jesus's garment, the man who was paralyzed, the
widow's son, Lazarus and many others.

This small booklet will help you to meet five individuals helped by HHI .
We hope that they make an impact upon you. Their stories and many
others like them lie behind the numbers.
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